BISHOP BUDKA EPARCHIAL STEWARDSHIP SOCIETY INC. (BBESSI)
Annual General Meeting
Saturday, February 3rd, 2018
Registration: 1:30pm
Annual Meeting: 2:00pm
St. George’s Ukrainian Catholic Church Auditorium
214 Avenue M South, Saskatoon Saskatchewan

AGENDA
1. Call to Order
2. Opening Prayer
3. Introduction of BBESSI Board of Directors & Ex-Officio Members
4. Adoption of the Agenda
5. Adoption of the BBESSI Annual General Meeting Minutes, February 18, 2017
6. Presentation of Reports
6.1 – Report from the Board of Directors
6.2 – Financial Statement Report, and Approval of Reviewed Financial Statements for the Fiscal
Period January 1, 2017 to December 31, 2017.
7. Old Business
8. New Business
8.1 - Approval of Bylaws or Amendment to the Bylaws – No Changes to Consider this year.
8.2 – Other, as identified by the Membership
9. Election of Board of Directors
10. Adjournment and Closing Prayer

BISHOP BUDKA EPARCHIAL STEWARDSHIP SOCIETY INC. (BBESSI)
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2018

REPORT FROM THE PRESIDENT, BOARD OF DIRECTORS

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I am pleased to lead you through a “bird’s eye” view of another
successful and eventful year at BBESSI.
First off, I will take the opportunity to thank the Board of Directors. It has been an honor to work
with such outstanding group of caring and considerate people. The Society’s Board provides
leadership, support and personal commitment that is so key to our success. The Board is
representative of two individuals per Deanery. They are (expiring term indicated in brackets):
Representing the Prince Albert Deanery: Fr. Ivan Nahachewsky (2019); Larry Danylyshen (2018)
Representing the Regina Deanery: Andrij Lazurko (2019); Terry Shalley (2018)
Representing the Saskatoon Deanery: Ernest Boyko (2019); Bob Friesen (2018)
Representing the Yorkton Deanery: Ernest Uhryn (2019); Doreen Rathgeber (2018)
Past President: Morris Smysnuik
Ex-Officio Board Members:
• Representing the Eparchy of Saskatoon: Most Reverend Bryan Bayda, C.Ss.R.
• Representing the Eparchial Council: John Parsons
• Representing the Eparchial UCWLC: Angela Gretchen
On behalf of the Board, I would also very much like to acknowledge and thank the BBESSI Office
Administrator, Iris Owchar for her YES to our Lord’s call to sharing time and talent! Her
contributions and efforts toward the administrative work for BBESSI are endless. Our thanks also go
out to the Eparchial staff for their support as well. Chris Pidwerebeski, the Eparchial
Communication Officer, and Cornelia Kyba-Bobinski for her support and assistance. Last, but by no
means least – thank you to the Eparchial Ministries staff, including Deborah Larmour, Brenda
Pasloski, Sarah Buchko, Sister Marijka, Sister Bonnie and Sister Georgia.
2017 ANNUAL EPARCHIAL APPEAL
As in years past, our primary focus in 2017 was to conduct the Annual Eparchial Appeal. While we
did not achieve our $220,000 fundraising objective, it was from our perspective, a very successful
appeal. In no small part, the successes coming out of this appeal were driven by all those involved
at the Eparchial AND Parish level. We acknowledge and offer a HUGE THANK YOU to: the Parish
Priests for being on board; supporting and promoting the Appeal. To the Parish Appeal
Coordinators, and the many volunteers who made telephone calls or personal visits. To Morris and
Iris at the BBESSI office who spent countless hours in planning and execution… including the multi
weekend “Roadshow” to many rural parishes. Finally and perhaps most importantly, to all the
Parishioners who contributed to the Annual Appeal this year, showing their generous support of the
Eparchial Ministries and the worthwhile work that they do.

The following is a summary of some financial and statistical results concerning the 2017Annual
Eparchial Appeal:
➢ The 2017 Eparchial Appeal goal was set at $220,000. Each Parish was assigned a portion of this
goal.
➢ The total amount of funds raised and pledged to the Appeal - $160,367.09
➢ Parishes that raised more money than their Appeal goal shared the excess funds raised on a
75/25 basis, with 75% share going to the Parish. There were 6 Parishes who exceeded the
Appeal goal, and the amount rebated to these Parishes was $28,380.78.
➢ The net proceeds of the 2017 Eparchial Appeal disbursed to the Eparchy - $111,986.33.
➢ Out of the 71 active Parishes in our Eparchy, there were 39 Parishes (55%), participating in the
Appeal. In 2016, out of 72 active Parishes in our Eparchy, there were 45 Parishes (63%), that
contributed.
➢ Out of the 2,391 Family Units in our Eparchy, 651 Family Units (22%) donated to the Appeal. In
2016, out of the 3,094 Family Units in our Eparchy, 903 Family Units (29%) contributed.
The funds raised through the 2017 Eparchial Appeal will be allocated as follows.
➢ Rebate to 6 Parishes Exceeding their Eparchial Appeal Goal
➢ BBESSI
➢ Ukrainian Catholic Religious Education Centre
➢ Family & Life Office Ministry
➢ Youth & Young Adult Ministry
➢ Communications Office
➢ Livestreaming Liturgical Services Initiatives
Total

$28,380.78
$20,000.00
$44,794.52
$22,397.28
$11,198.64
$22,397.26
$11,198.61
$160,367.09

FINANCIAL STATEMENT CONSIDERATIONS
The amount of donations received on the Statement of Operations is $195,433. The reconciliation
of this amount is provided below:
• 2017 Eparchial Appeal Donations Received, not including Pledged Donations
$153,548
• 2015 Eparchial Appeal Pledged Donations Received in 2017
$
915
• 2016 Eparchial Appeal Pledged Donations Received in 2017
$ 3,470
• Allocation from 2017 Annual Eparchial Appeal to BBESSI
$ 20,000
• General Donations to BBESSI
$ 17,500
Donations Received as per the Financial Statements

$195,433

2017 Annual Eparchial Appeal Direct Expenses

$ 20,837

Wages & Benefits
• The cost of employing our Office Administrator

$ 14,311

FUTURE CONSIDERATIONS
As the Eparchial Appeal is an annual endeavor, BBESSI will be launching the fourth Appeal in early
2018, using the timeframe of April 14/15 to May 26/27. As we launch the next Appeal, we are
confident that an even higher number of Parishes and Parishioners will come to understand the
significant role their donation plays, in the sustainability and preservation of our Ukrainian Catholic
Church and Faith in Saskatchewan. Even a small donation will go a long way to support our
Eparchial Ministries and Initiatives. Our 2018 goal will remain at $220,000.00, as it was in 2017 and
is easily achievable by every family unit in our Eparchy contributing $75.00.
We have several other fundraising initiatives that we are trying to get off the ground and hope to
launch in 2018 as well. That being said, it is extremely difficult for a Board of Directors made up
entirely of volunteers, to get everything we would like accomplished, and we have lots of work to
get done. To that end, we are now looking for an Executive Director. The recruiting process has
begun and we hope to welcome our new Director on board in early 2018.
SUMMARY
BBESSI had an eventful year in 2017. The key to our success in the future will be to educate and
communicate with our Brothers and Sisters in Christ, concerning the importance of our Eparchial
Ministries and the role they play in the growth of our Church.
As I stated earlier in my report, it has been truly an honor for me to serve as the President of
BBESSI. My sincere thanks to Bishop Bryan for his support and encouragement. The Eparchy is
truly blessed to have such an energetic and creative leader as Bishop Bryan.

Bob Friesen
President, Board of Directors

